
Case Study 4
The Wallace Collection, London

WhaT happened nexT ?

Who Took parT ?

Over 180 young people attended this evening event. Young people were recruited to help create the event by 
contacting universities in London with information, and then inviting those interested to meetings. Young people 
studying History and Art History were targeted as they thought they would find the topic most interesting.

WhaT did They do ? 

The museum had been planning a Student Ambassador Night for a while as they wanted to introduce more 
students and young people to the Wallace Collection. Once they realised that it was due to happen on 
Takeover Day they tweaked their plans to give students themselves more responsibility for planning and 
producing the event.

The museum definitely felt that they had achieved their aim of introducing more young people to the collection. 

‘The best thing was that so many students told us they had never heard of us before, but were so amazed by 
everything and would definitely be back.’

The event has become a regular feature on the events programme and the process of recruiting young people 
to plan this year’s spectacular is underway. Having used Takeover Day as an opportunity to test out their 
idea, The Wallace Collection now has an exciting event which will continue to grow and improve with the 
involvement of a new group of young people this year. 

hoW did They Spend Their Time on The day ? 

Student Ambassador Night took place in the evening of Takeover Day and the students who had been helping 
to plan it all took responsibility for an act on the night. 

• There were live performances, guided tours, artists, living history demonstrations
• Some of the students provided entertainments themselves e.g. the DJ was a friend of one of them
• Some were based on what they told the museum they wanted e.g. the make-up artist who created   
 Venetian-style make-up had come to previous events
• Some acts ran throughout the evening - the make-up artist for instance - and some were scheduled to  
 start at specific times.


